G.A.R. and Union Veteran Research

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION + v v v v v ¢ttt o o 0 0 o o o o o o o o oo

CH1 -~ ABRrRiEF HISTORYOFTHEG.ALR. . . . . . . . ...
ASoldier'sVision ..o 6
G.A.R. Membership Eligibility ....................... 8
Political Redirection ..............coiiiiiiiiiin.... 10
NearCollapse ......ovviviiiini e 11
PensionstotheRescue .............cooviiiinninnn.. 14
AnlnevitableEnd .......... ... ..o 16

CH2-GAR. RECORDS . . v ¢ v v v v v vt v e v e o us
What Can You ExpecttoFind? ...................... 18
TheGloryYears.......coviuiiiniiiiiiiiiaan., 18
G.AR. Structure: Blessingand Curse ................ 19
WhatlsaRegiment?...........ccoiiiiiiiiinnnn... 21
Where Are the G.A.R.Records? ................co..t. 23
National Records ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnns. 26
Departments Records ..........covviiiiiiiiinnnnn.. 32
PostRecords ........covuiiiiiiii i 34
Media Resources — Newspapers..........c.cccvvennnn. 38
GAR MUSEBUMS . ..ottt 39

CH 3 ~ G.A.R. AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS « « « o« « ¢ « & &
War-Time America........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiennnn.. 41
Woman'’s Relief Corps (W.R.C).....ovvvviviiiin.... 43
Ladies of the GAARR. (LGAR) ... .o 49

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) ... .50
Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. .53

Daughters of Union Veterans of the CivilWar......... 54
Affiliate Postcards ..o 55

CH 4 ~ AFRICAN-AMERICANG.ALR. . . . . ... ... ..
Army Organization ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiine.n. 57
Bureau for Colored Troops ........coovvviiininenn.... 58
Finding Black G.A.R.Members ...................... 60
African-American GAARR.Posts...........coovvvninn. 61

Valentine GrantSketch ............. ... it 62



Table of Contents

CH 5 ~ BADGES, MONUMENTS & CANNONS . . « « « « « . . 63
Badgesand Ribbons. ...l 64
Buildings AsMonuments .............coeviiininnn.. 68
Monumentsand Statues. ..........ovviiiiiiiennn... 70
Cannons AcrosstheUS. ........ccovviiiiiiiio.... 72
CemeteriesasMonuments ...........oovviiiinnnn. 74
Public Relations Machine ..., 76

CHOG -~ FEDERALRECORDS . . . . . . . . o v v v v v v o 79
National Archives and Records Administration ...... 79
Additional Records and Sources .................... 93

CH7 ~ STATEAND LOCALRECORDS . . . ... ... ... 97
Regimental Histories ...............coooiiiiiinn.. 97
Adjutant General Reports............ccovvvviivnenn.. 100
BountyRecords ........ccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiii, 101
Personal War Sketches. ..., 104

CH 8 ~ STATE G.A.R. RECORD SOURCES . . . . . . . ... 107
Statebystate ..o 107

APPENDIX A — REGIMENTTYPES . . . . . . v v v v v v v . 118

APPENDIX B — PENSION FILENUMBERING . . « « + ¢ o v . & 120

APPENDIX C —GLOSSARY « & v ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o & 122

APPENDIX D — RESEARCH CHECKLIST + « « « ¢ & « o « « & & 124

Notes & RECOMMENDED READING. . . . . . . . . . . .. 125

INDEX . v v v it et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e 128






